Year 4 assembly - Advent          
	1.
Louis
Slide  1
	May the peace of the lord be always with you. 
Today’s assembly is all about …………(wait for a count of 20)
Waiting.
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	Some of us really dislike waiting while others enjoy the anticipation. (children’s examples)
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Arlo

Zac
	Do any of you know of any Christian celebrations about waiting for something good?
Here are some clues.

Zac - Purple is a significant colour for this celebration.
Arlo - We light candles during this time.
Zac - We also put up decorations and trees in our homes.
Arlo - Many of us use a special calendar, and some of these calendars contain chocolate.
We are talking about the Christian celebration of Advent.
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Isla

Slide 2

	Put you hand up if you have an Advent calendar.
Advent calendars originated in Germany in the late 18 hundreds. Religious families would hang small pictures of Biblical stories up on their walls, one for each day of Advent. 
Traditional Advent calendars have only little pictures behind the doors. However, nowadays, there is much more variety, including chocolate Advent calendars, Lego Advent Calendars, ones that we can fill ourselves and even cheese ones.
Many of us will have already opened the seventh day of the calendar. Some of us might have even opened up more windows than we should have because we just couldn’t wait.
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Ryan
Slide 3
	But what does advent mean? 
Advent is a Latin word that means ‘coming’.
The period of Advent, which we measure by opening a door on our Advent calendar each day, is a time when we are waiting for the arrival of Jesus. Preparing for the arrival of Jesus is an important time for Christians.

	
	

	6
Reuben
	In the Christian Church, Advent is marked by four Sundays, which are called the first, second, third and fourth Sundays of Advent. This year the first Sunday of Advent fell on the 27th of November. The other three Sundays of Advent this year are on 4th , 11th  and 18th  of December. On each of those Sundays, Christians pray and think about the coming of the baby Jesus.
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Jowan
	Advent looks back to the centuries of waiting that the Jewish people experienced as they waited for the arrival of the Messiah, the leader whom God had promised would come, according to his prophets.




	7b
Curtis 
	Christians believe that Jesus was that promised Messiah, so, at Advent, they spend a period of four weeks anticipating Jesus’ birth on Christmas Day.
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Olivia
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	During December, many churches are lit up in different ways.

Carols by Candlelight and Christingle are special church services that happen during the season of Advent.

Many of us will remember making Christingles in Year 1
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Oliver W
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	Christingle started in Germany in 1747. A bishop called John noticed that people were forgetting the reason that Christian families come together to celebrate Christmas. The presents, chocolate, holidays, Father Christmas and so on are great. But they aren’t the real reason Christians celebrate Christmas.



	10

Theo W
	
For Christians the real meaning of Christmas is to celebrate Jesus’ birthday - to celebrate that Jesus, God’s Son, was born in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. God sent Jesus to show us how much God loves each and every single one of us, no matter how we are feeling or the situation we are in. To show this, Bishop John created a Christingle:
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Anoushka
	The orange symbolizes the whole world, showing that everyone, no matter who they are, deserves to have hope.
The red ribbon symbolizes God’s love for everyone in the world.
The fruit and sweets symbolize the good things of the world that we share together.
The candle represents Jesus, who Christians believe is the light of the world.
Christingles are part of Advent. Y1 made theirs last week.
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Annie
	Instead of using Advent calendars to count down the days to Christmas, many churches use a different method. An Advent wreath holds five candles: four around the edge and one in the middle. At the four Sunday services during Advent, one of the four outer candles is lit. The candles represent hope, joy, love and peace. Then, on Christmas Day, the central candle is lit. 
The central candle represents the birth of Jesus.
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Henry
	In the Bible, Jesus has many names. He is often described as the  Light of the World. If we didn’t have light sources, it would be difficult to go about our daily lives, go outside and have fun on dark, winter nights. Christians believe that Jesus as the Light of the World means that he is the ultimate source of life and light, especially when things around us might feel dark and lonely.
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Rosie
	Christians believe that, at Christmas, God sent Jesus to Earth to offer us peace and to show the world how much he loves us. As we approach Christmas, it’s important to stop and think about living in peace and love with those around us. It’s important to be ready on the inside, in our minds and feelings, to celebrate the wonder of Christmas.

	
	

	20  Dale
	We will now sing, 
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Logan
	This is an acrostic poem to help us remember the meaning of advent.
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Archie
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	A stands for Arrival.
Advent is all about preparing for the arrival of Christmas day when Christians celebrates the arrival of Jesus.
Preparations may include buying presents, putting up Christmas decorations, writing wish lists, sending Christmas cards, decorating a Christmas tree, making a Christmas cake and buying food to eat for Christmas Day and the rest of the holiday.
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Kiera
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	D stands for December. 
Most of Advent happens in December. This is normally a busy month as families and friends prepare for Christmas and get together for celebrations.
December is an especially busy time at our school. Reception children perform a Nativity play and Y1 and 2 perform a Christmas production. We decorate the hall, have a special Christmas lunch when the teachers serve us our food, we have Christmas parties and sing Carols around the Tree. 
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Edwin
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	V stands for Violet
Violet is a shade of purple. The cloth colour in your prayer corner at the moment is purple. During Jesus’ time, purple dye was expensive to make, so purple clothes were only worn by the very rich or royalty. The Bible tells us that Jesus was very important, yet when he was a baby, Jesus never had any purple clothes to wear. Instead, he was born in a stable, slept in a manger surrounded by animals and his first visitors were shepherds. This showed that Jesus was here for the poor, the lonely and the sick, not just royalty and rich people.
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Sienna
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	E stands for Emmanuel 
We all have our own name, but sometimes, we might be given a friendly nickname or have our name shortened to something else. In the Bible, Jesus has many names, which all mean different things. One of these names is Emmanuel, which means ‘God with us’.
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Orlagh
Slide 11

	N stands for Near 
When we stand near someone, it means that we are close to them. Christians believe that one of the reasons why Jesus came as a baby was so that God could show us how much he cared about the world. He wanted to be close to us.
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Ellie
Slide 12
	T stands for Time

For many people, especially Christians, Advent is a time to prepare, wait and think about why they celebrate Christmas. It is a time to think about the birth of baby Jesus, who is God’s son.
Christmas is a special time for most people and is also enjoyed by people of other faiths.
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Mavis
Slide 13
	Time for Reflection:
Waiting can be difficult at any time, but waiting for Christmas can be especially difficult! So, instead of just sitting there or jumping about and hoping that Christmas will come soon, we break up the waiting: there are things to do, concerts to prepare for, cards to write. And, of course, there’s the Advent calendar, which marks out the days for us, one by one.
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Lexie Mae
	Thinking quietly, what do you hope for during Advent?
Pause to allow time for thought.
Thinking quietly, what is joyful about December?
Pause to allow time for thought.
Thinking quietly, how can we show love to our families, friends and those around us?
Pause to allow time for thought.
Thinking quietly, how can we be peaceful and bring peace during Advent and the Christmas season?
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Martha
Slide 14


	Let us pray:
Lord, we wait for the coming of Christmas with feelings of joy and excitement.
As we wait, may we remember all that we have to do along the way, and may we always remember those people for whom this is a lonely and sad time.
At this special time, please be with all those families who are waiting for a new baby, as Mary and Joseph awaited the arrival of the baby Jesus.
Amen.
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Alfie
	Dear God,
Thank you for Advent and for the exciting time in the lead-up to Christmas.
Thank you for Christmas lights, which bring us joy and excitement during December.
Thank you for the birth of baby Jesus and for the light that Jesus brought into the world.
Please help us to play our parts in making Advent a joyful and peaceful time for those around us.
Amen.
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Oliver F






Slide 15
	Dear God,
Thank you that we can use the time of Advent as a time to prepare and think about why we celebrate Christmas.
Thank you for the fun and enjoyment that we have at Christmas.
Thank you for the fun of opening our Advent calendars.
Thank you for the joy that we experience as we make our Christmas preparations.
In all the excitement and business of Advent, please help us to pause to remember the real meaning of Christmas.
Thank you that at Christmas time, we can remember your amazing love for us.
Amen
Let us bless the  lord                                                                                     
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Millie

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes waiting is horrible, while at other times we enjoy the anticipation of waiting for something good to happen. Here are some of our likes and dislikes of waiting.
· Mr Hughes dislikes waiting for Tess to say the name of the contestant who is going to be in the dance off. 
· None of us enjoy waiting in a traffic jams.


	Stefan
	· Isla dislikes waiting in the lunch line when she’s really hungry.
· Olivia does not like the adverts when she’s watching her favourite TV shows.

	Emily

	· Theo does not like having to watch the adverts before the movie starts.
· Annie likes waiting for her birthday – looking forward to her surprise presents and birthday cake is the best

	Theo A

	· Reuben likes waiting for his friends to come over.
· Arlo likes the anticipation of queueing up to go on a theme park ride.




