Curriculum Map Summer Term

EYFS

Dinosaurs: This project begins with an exciting discovery on a welly walk... we find some mysterious eggs in a large nest of twigs on the school grounds. After a discussion around what could have laid them and
whether we should leave them or look after them, the children usually come up with the idea of taking them back to class and putting them in the incubator (the children refer to their previous learning about egg
hatching in new life topic). Following on from this the children write to Sir David Attenborough (the font of all natural history knowledge) to find out if he can help us identify which creature may have laid the eggs.
Over the next few days the eggs crack open to reveal tiny baby dinosaurs, which dramatically escape overnight! The children make warning/ danger posters to display around the school. We arrange for the zoo
keepers at Marwell to catch the dinosaurs and send them to the Natural History Museum, who request that we make fact files to display next to their enclosures, We watch Andy’s Dinosaurs and Story Bots and
read non-fiction books to find out information about different types of dinosaurs. The children learn about fossils and how archaeologists carefully dig for bones. We learn about volcanoes and meteorites and how
dinosaurs became extinct. We take turns to create our own dinosaur dance stories and make music to accompany these. As a class we draw Prehistoric landscapes inspired by our newly gained knowledge and to
the music of ‘Hall of the mountain king’. In maths we work on length and measuring, comparing the different sizes of the dinosaurs. We also practice our sharing skills to feed the small world dinosaurs fairly.
Fairies: After the noisy, raucous dinosaur topic, this is a lovely gentle project to do as the Summer approaches and the flowers bloom in the outside area. The children discover a magical trail leading to a tiny door
with a miniature letter from our resident fairy called Bumble. Throughout the topic Bumble and the children write letters to each other and she even leaves little gifts for them. Bumble tells us all about her fairy
friends and the children draw and write about what sort of fairy they would be and their magical powers. Once again we encourage the children to imagine how they can look after our world with their magic. The
children weave wool onto twigs to make wands, mix up magic potions in the mud kitchen and water tray using flower petals, powder paints and colouring. They crush chalk and mix it with water to paint with and
write recipes for fairy spells and potions. On our Welly walks we look for fairy homes, the children then make their own fairy dens and gardens with natural objects. The children decorate mini fairy cakes and paint
pictures to leave for fairy Bumble. The role play area is a performance space with musical instruments, dancing scarves and ribbons. All the children take turns to make up a fairy story dance in groups and play the
music to accompany another group’s dance.

Planet Protectors: During this topic we help the children become more aware of how human activity is impacting our world and thinking of ways we can help to protect the earth as ‘planet protectors’. We want to
develop global citizens; children who are environmentally aware and have respect not only for the planet but also the variety of cultures of the people who inhabit it. We look at three very different parts of the
world; Brazil and the Amazon rainforest, Kenya and the Masai Mara Savanna and Alaska and the Arctic circle. We compare these places and the people who live there to Swanmore, thinking about the similarities
and differences. To explore the different cultures we look at books and videos, such as the Rio Carnival and traditional African dancing, we have a go at recreating these, including the use of instruments. During
this topic we develop our understanding of our school value of Respect, by thinking about how we can respect our planet and all of the people who live on it.

Farms: We begin this topic after May half term with our school trip to Long Down Farm. The children are reminded to use their manners and listen carefully to the information and instructions that the farmer tells
us. The children experience a range of activities, from feeling suckling calves with milk, to a bumpy tractor ride. There is a strong emphasis on personal hygiene at the farm and the children use a ‘Germinator’ (a
special light) to find out how well they have been washing their hands. We learn the correct names for adult and baby animals and think about what produce we get from the different farm animals. Linking to this
and as part of our global learning we read ‘The world came to my place today and honey biscuits’. The children find out where all of the different ingredients come from to make the honey biscuits. We make
honey biscuits in school and ask the children to bring in cakes and cookies from home to sell to the rest of the school as part of our enterprise scheme to raise money for charity. The children advertise this event
by making posters to put up around the school. They decorate and price up the items ready for them to sell at the cake sale. The role play area becomes a farm shop and the children create farms with small world
and construction. If available a John Deer tractor will come to school and the children take turns to climb in the cab. In maths we do addition and subtraction, sharing and problem solving as well as using balancing
scales and money in the role play area. In PE we begin to practise for our sports day races and are also mindful of our preschool visitors and the next year’s cohort begin their transition sessions.

Water: As the end of the year approaches, and hopefully the weather is warm and sunny, the children enjoy our water topic. In RE we learn about how water is valuable but how it can also be damaging. We think
about how we use water and compare this to other cultures around the world, referring back to our ‘Around the world topic’. We considering ease of access for different cultures and how it is a precious
commodity that we should value. The children consider ways to reduce their use of water. The children listen to the story of Mr Seahorse and make camouflage sea screens to hide their tissue paper sea horses.
We find out about different types of sea creatures, including looking at the mysterious fish that live in the deep sea. The children choose a creature to research and write facts about as their final piece of published
writing for their new year 1 teacher. We listen to aquarium from carnival of the animals and in pairs the children draw sea inspired pictures. IN maths we work on capacity and the children compare different
containers and count how many cupfuls in take to fill them. The role play area becomes a role play cave and we have wet and dry small world scenes. Transition to year 1 is a key feature at this time of year. The
children will visit their new rooms and meet their new teachers.
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Journey, they will
explore the location
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The chil-dren will
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