Swanmore Primary School

Parent Partnership Group Meeting Minutes

Thursday 24th January 2008 at 2.15-3.15pm

School Staff Room

Present:
Andy Yeoman

Carol Loran



Tessa Philpott

Helen Pottle



Lyn Evans






Nicky Green





Liz Foggitt






Kim Blakeway





Kirsty Williams





Anne Lamerton

1.
Apologies:
Kim Saunders, Lee Brickell, Richard Atkinson, and Jackie Hardaker

2. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

1.1 School Photographs

Commission received by the school doubled this year, making about £1250. The PPG feedback about the photos, i.e. subject too far from camera, was echoed by the staff.

1.2 Bike Racks

The Govenors have approved having bike racks for school children. Parents must accompany children who ride to school, unless they have passed their cycling proficiency test (Y6 only). All children must wear a helmet. The place for the bike racks is still under discussion as the Parish Council are planning to tarmac the school car park, opposite the Paterson Centre. If this goes ahead shortly, the bike rack may be placed within this car park, for village use. A path may be built leading from the bike racks to the side of school, creating a safe off road entrance to school.

Andy is awaiting the Parish Council’s next meeting. 

3. School Reports
A mock report was presented to the PPG, which had been       devised by the staff. The overall response from the PPG was very positive.

The staff feedback so far was positive about the draft report. 

4. Review of Parent’s Meetings

The main complaint from the PPG was that meetings overran. There was also concern over gaining information about Maths in KS2 where sets are in place. Some parents were not able to talk directly with their child’s teacher, despite both teachers coming together prior to the meeting. Parents would like the opportunity to have simple questions answered if need be.

Many parents were happy with being able to have all meetings on one day, and for many the system worked well. Andy reported that more fathers attended these meetings.

PPG Requests:
· Appointments set further apart, to reduce over running time.

· Generic information displayed outside class, e.g. simple explanation of levels and targets

· YR needs to have more privacy so parents waiting outside cannot hear other meetings in the class.

5. Charity Fun Day

The school will be holding a Charity Fun Day on Friday 8th February to raise money for their chosen charity the NSPCC. 

PPG recommendations:

· Parents agreed that a voluntary contribution of between £1-2 should be requested for each child to participate in the day. 

· It was also suggested that on the slips sent to parents, a gift aid option should be added.
6. Parent mail

Parents report that Parent Mail is working well. However, it is not clear in some cases whether information sent relates to KS1 and/or KS2. This has caused some confusion.
7. Carols Around the Tree

Health and safety issues regarding this event will be discussed at the next meeting.

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 18th March at 2.15pm

