Swanmore Primary School

Parent Partnership Group Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, 18th March 2008 at 2.15-3.15pm

School Staff Room

Present:
Andy Yeoman

Carol Loran



Tessa Philpott

Helen Pottle



Nicky Green


Jackie Hardaker


Liz Foggitt


Kim Saunders


Kim Blakeway

Lee Brickell


Kirsty Williams

 


Anne Lamerton

1.
Apologies:
 Lyn Evans, Richard Atkinson, David Rose
2. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

1.1 Bike Racks
No further feedback as Andy is still waiting to hear from the Parish Council 
1.2 School Reports
· The staff feedback was positive regarding the new format.
· It was agreed that it is important that the reports are meaningful to parents.

· Feedback from the new format will be undertaken.

1.3
     Parents Evening

· Positive feedback – format to remain.

· It was agreed that a bigger gap between siblings is needed. 

     1.4     Parent Mail

· There has been a couple of reports that Parent Mail has caused problems with computers.  The majority of the group had not experienced any problems, but Andy agreed to investigate further. 
3. Charity Fun Day
· The children really enjoyed the day and are keen to do it again!
· The PPG wanted Andy to pass on a big thank you to all the teachers for their hard work to make the day such fun for all the children.

· Parent feedback was positive, however, there were some issues regarding the younger children’s understanding of “teachers’ promises”.  It was suggested that, in future, this needs to be clearly explained to the children and their parents.

· It was agreed that the children should not forget the reason for the Charity Fun Day.  The presentation given by the NSPCC not only thanked the children but clearly explained to them how their money would help them.
4. School Food Policy 
· The draft policy for Food Nutrition was circulated and agreed by the group.
· It was explained that through Government funding every child up to the age of 7 is provided with fruit for their snack.

· The contents of lunch boxes was discussed and there is confusion regarding what the school advocates should be in the lunch box.  Andy will clarify this in the next newsletter
5. Homework
· Andy explained that there was no hard and fast rule from the Government regarding homework.  It does state that homework should increase to prepare the child for secondary school.

· This was a difficult topic to reach an amicable agreement on as parents comments were mixed, ie some feeling too much homework is given, and some not enough.

· Andy informed the group that his rationale as to why Year 2 homework has increased was due to parents’ requests.

· Andy clarified that for the older children the weekend activity should alternative with either a topic or maths but not both.

· Concern was raised from the PPG regarding the letter to Y6 parents stating that “homework is not up to standard”, yet there is currently no formal feedback to parents.

· It was agreed that more clarification is needed regarding the time suggested for homework and that parents should be given formal feedback.

· Andy stated:

     -  homework is set for the family to engage with.


-  the school feels that they do have a duty in Year 6 to prepare the children 

        for senior school.

     -  there is no doubt that children benefit as it does link with the school topic. 

· Anne Lamerton recently attended a course and the topic high on the agenda was “homework.  The course leader suggested that we identify what it is our children are committed to, eg going to University, getting married, being an engineer and use this as a tool to get their homework done. 

· The key is that homework is always relevant to school topic.

· The school has to interpret and have their own policy, therefore, it is recognised that different schools will have different rules. 

6. Carols Round the Tree
· Anne awaiting a reply from Amanda Morgan regarding the provision of a marquee in the school grounds to enable more parents at this event.
· The school hall can currently accommodate 150, but due to increased pupil numbers this is not enough.

· It was explained that the marquee would be zero cost due to it being sponsored.



Actions

· Andy wants this event to include all the pupils and would like to discuss a “back-up” at the next meeting as to how to limit the event to 150 people if the proposal for the marquee is not viable. 
     7.  Headlice  

 This item was deferred until the next meeting. 
Next Meeting: 
Thursday 22nd May at 2.15pm
