29th April 2008
Dear Parents

We plan to start an assessment procedure on some children in Year R by giving them the DEST test.  However, we are asking all parents to complete this form.

The DEST is not a formal test and each part of the DEST is designed to be fun and not at all stressful.  It takes about half an hour per child and has several sections which cover a range of early skills, including the child’s knowledge, language skills, speed, balance, hand-eye and memory skills.  By looking at a range of skills we find strengths as well as weaknesses, and this can be very helpful when considering how to help your child learn as well as possible.  From the results of the DEST we can check whether or not your child might have subtle hearing problems, or difficulties hearing rhymes.  These difficulties can make it harder to learn to read.

The tests also allow us to check whether your child is likely to be dyslexic.  If there is a history of difficulties in learning to read in your family, it would be helpful if you could note this down at the bottom of the form, particularly as we are not testing all children this year.  Please note “family” includes uncles, aunts, grandparents as well as siblings and parents.

Please complete the permission form below and return it to school by Friday, 9th May.

Yours sincerely

S Hall

S Mordecai

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Swanmore Primary School

PERMISSION FORM FOR DEST
Child’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Date of Birth …………………………….

Class………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


I give permission for my child to take part 
Is there any history of reading problems in the family?
Signed (parent) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Date ………………………………….
