5th March 2008
To all parents of Year R pupils

Dear Parents

We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to a meeting to discuss a programme which addresses the development of early reading and spelling skills which may involve your child’s education.  Please see overleaf.

The session will be held on Monday, 28th April at 3.00pm in Mrs Hall’s classroom.  We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Yours sincerely

S Hall

S Mordecai
J Danby (SENCO)

S. I. D. N. E. Y.

Screening and Intervention for Dyslexia Notably in the Early Years
S.I.D.N.E.Y. is a highly structured set of materials which aim to develop early writing and reading skills.  The materials are suitable for use with pupils aged 5 to 7 who have been identified as being at risk of having literacy difficulties as they progress through school.

Initially a dyslexia early screening test (D.E.S.T.) is given to some children in the third term of Year R.  This has been designed to identify young children at risk of reading difficulties and who might later be found to have a specific learning difficulty (dyslexia).

Once these children have been identified there is a need for an intervention programme which helps to develop the early skills necessary for learning to read and write.  The materials used are based on current research into the development of literacy skills, emphasising the importance of early phonological awareness (learning the different sounds within spoken words).

These materials will be used with those pupils who are identified as having difficulties at the end of Year R and into Year 1.  They will be used by the Learning Support Assistant working with children on an individual or group basis under the supervision of Janet Danby (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) for approximately 15 minutes per day, for about 15 weeks in order to complete the programme.

All parents of children receiving this daily programme will be informed as soon as possible after the initial screening has taken place and their child’s progress will be discussed at the end of the programme.

Please Note:
Although the title includes the word dyslexia, it cannot be stressed enough that 


although a child may be involved in the programme it does not necessarily mean they 


are dyslexic.  It may be that the child has difficulties acquiring literacy skills for other 

reasons. 

