
Swanmore Primary School

Parent Partnership Group Meeting Minutes

Tuesday 1st July 2008 at 2.15 - 3.15pm


Present:
Andy Yeoman
Nicky Green




Jackie Hardaker
Kim Blakeway




Carol Loran

Kim Saunders




Liz Foggitt

Kirsty Williams




Helen Pottle

Anne Lamerton

1.
Apologies:
Lee Brickell

Tessa Philpott,




Richard Atkinson
David Rose

2.
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

3.
Headlice - Review Feedback from Parents - Where Next?

· Summary of findings from the feedback returned by parents circulated to the group.  It was felt that the best place to publish the advice was in the newsletter. Kim Blakeway offered to type a report to be put into the next newsletter, including a few websites that may be useful.

· It was felt that the most effective remedy was the regular use of a nit comb, so Andy is going to look into giving a nit comb to each child/family in the school

· Letters going home informing parents that there was an outbreak in their childs class was not felt to be effective, as well as a waste of paper.  An alternative suggestion was to put a notice in the newsletter that a particular class had an outbreak, as well as circulating the information via parentmail.

4.
School Uniform

· The quality of school uniform was raised, in that a parent had found the school shirts to become "bobbly" after repeated washing.  Other members of the group expressed an opinion that this may have been a one-off batch of shirts.  The situation will be monitored.

· The option of cotton shirts for the summer was discussed, but the washing and ironing implications of this outweighed the comfort factor! 

· Parents are at liberty to purchase shirts of any make, with a preference being to the school colours.  The school would prefer children to wear the logo shirts, but cannot impose a uniform on any child. 

5.
Water Bottles

· Portsmouth water who supply the school water bottles are to be discontinuing the current 250ml size in favour of 500ml.  The new bottles are dishwasher safe, as well as having no removable parts.

· Pupils are encouraged to drink water, especially after breaktimes.

6.
Second Hand Book Fair

· A suggestion was made to have  a book fair whereby pupils could bring in unwanted books and "swap" them for other titles.  This was felt to be an excellent idea, but led to a lengthy discussion as to the practicalities.  Several suggestions were made:

· Pupils to bring in their books one week, then they are sorted and the 
swaps are made the 
following week.  This would require a lot of organisation.

· A low key option would be to have a dedicated bookshelf in the library so that pupils could leave 
books there and collect others.

· A preferred method was to have the swaps only taking place within each classroom, thus ensuring that pupils stick to appropriate age range books.  Maybe have one day a term where books are swapped.  Problems envisaged are the pupils at the end of the queue not getting anything left that they want - this would require having a stock of books so that there are more available than pupils in the class; also that parents may see this as an excuse to empty the loft of books - limit the number of books being brought in.

· Andy will discuss the ideas with staff to come up with a proposed scheme to make this work.

· Related to this was the book fair.  Comments were made that although parents would like cheaper books (under £3) this is just not possible.  The school always request books up to a maximum of £5.  The book fair organisers always send a lot of stationary items which are not displayed to the pupils during the day.  The book fair generates about £1000 of books for the school.

7.
Bike Racks/car park

· The plans for the parents car park are being finalised and it is hoped that the work will be completed over the summer holidays.  The current entrance to the car park will be blocked and an entrance and exit instated either side of this.

· The car park will be marked out in bays, including disabled bays, which should only reduce the current number of spaces by 2.

· There will be a drop off point so that parents do not have to park, but can just deposit children and then go.

· There will be a footpath at the back of the car park leading through to the back of the school although this will cross a public footpath.

· The bike racks will be located at the back of the car park, but they will have to be fully funded by the school.

· Parent opinion is being canvassed about how many people would use bikes on a regular basis, so that numbers of racks can be calculated.

8.
Next Years Meetings

· Andy thanked everyone for their input to these meetings, and they will continue next year.  

· A notice will go out in September inviting parents to join.  Andy hopes that some of the current members of the PPG will remain on the group to ensure some continuity, but is aware that there will be some wishing to pursue other methods of supporting the school.

9.
Items for future agenda

· Rucksacks




· Carols around the tree.

